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et al.: Author Biographical Notes

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)
Omar M. McRoberts is an associate professor in the Department of Sociology at the
University of Chicago as well as in the Department of Race, Diaspora and Indigeneity. He
earned a BA from the University of Chicago and an MA and PhD from Harvard University.
His scholarly and teaching interests include the sociology of religion, urban sociology,
urban poverty, race, and collective action. Dr. McRoberts’s first book, Streets of Glory:
Church and Community in a Black Urban Neighborhood, won the 2005 Distinguished
Book Award from the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. McRoberts is currently
completing a book on Black religious responses to and influences on US social welfare
policy in the New Deal, War on Poverty, and Welfare Reform eras.
Dr. Lisa Elwood is an associate professor and director of clinical psychology with Ponce
Health Sciences University, St. Louis Campus. She was formerly an associate professor
with the Graduate Department of Clinical Psychology at the University of Indianapolis.
She received a PhD in clinical psychology from the University of Arkansas and is a
licensed psychologist in Indiana and Missouri. She completed a predoctoral internship at
the Charleston Consortium, where she worked at the National Crime Victims Research and
Treatment Center at the Medical University of South Carolina and the Ralph H. Johnson
VA Medical Center. She completed a postdoctoral fellowship, participating in treatment
research on cognitive processing therapy, an empirically supported treatment for
posttraumatic stress disorder, at the Center for Trauma Recovery with the University of
Missouri-St. Louis. She is board certified in behavioral and cognitive psychology. Her
clinical and research interests include posttraumatic stress disorder and other trauma
responses, cognitive processing therapy, human trafficking, risk and vulnerability factors,
and disgust.
Dr. Samantha Goodin works in private practice at Western Reserve Psychological
Associates as a licensed psychologist. She earned her PsyD in clinical psychology from the
University of Indianapolis, where she was involved in research on human trafficking,
cognitive processing therapy, and client perceptions of trauma treatments. She completed
her predoctoral internship at the University of Akron Counseling and Testing Center and
her postdoctoral fellowship at the Oberlin College Counseling Center. Her clinical work
focuses on treatment for anxiety and depression as well as psychoeducational assessment.
Christine Naydenov is a staff psychologist at the Ann Arbor VA Healthcare System. She
received her PsyD in clinical psychology from the University of Indianapolis. She
completed her predoctoral internship at the William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans
Hospital, with an emphasis on empirically supported trauma treatment. She has worked in
university counseling, community mental health center, and VA hospital settings. Her
clinical and research interests include posttraumatic stress disorder and traumatic stress,
cognitive processing therapy, empirically supported treatments, interpersonal violence,
human trafficking, and veteran populations.
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Nicole Baldonado works with World Without Orphans as program coordinator of Hope
Transition Support Groups for Ukrainian refugees. She is collaborating with international
NGOs to build trauma-informed support groups for women who have fled Ukraine. Ms.
Baldonado formerly served in the Indiana Attorney General’s Office as project manager of
Human Trafficking Prevention. She coordinated trainings statewide to raise communityand professional awareness of human trafficking. Ms. Baldonado also developed training
and assessment tools related to this issue. She holds a bachelor of social work degree from
the University of Indianapolis, where she was recognized for her academic work to
eliminate oppression and promote social justice.
Tamara Weaver is a native Hoosier, born and raised in Chesterton, Indiana. She received
her BA from Valparaiso University and a JD from Valparaiso University School of Law.
Tamara has been with the Office of the Indiana Attorney General (OAG) since 2010 in a
variety of capacities, including her work in victim services and anti-human trafficking
efforts and her current position in the Consumer Protection Division. Tamara enjoys
speaking to Hoosiers about the function of the OAG and how it can be a resource in
preventing and fighting scams, as well as her work involving charities.
Abigial Lawlis Kuzma received a BA from the University of Wisconsin and a JD from
Maurer School of Law, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana. Ms. Kuzma served as
the Halbrook Distinguished Chair of Government at Taylor University and has received a
presidential nomination and US Senate confirmation to serve on the Legal Services
Corporation Board of Directors and also serves on the LSC veterans, opioid, and disaster
national task forces. From 2009 to 2017, Ms. Kuzma was assistant attorney general and
chief counsel of Victim Services and Outreach Division of the Indiana Attorney General’s
office, where she served as cochair designee of Indiana Protection of Abused and
Trafficked Persons (IPATH)/Indiana Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force; designee for
National Association of Attorneys General Anti-Human Trafficking Standing Committee
and Leadership Council of Pillars of Hope anti-human trafficking initiative; and
International Fellow/Human Trafficking, National Association of Attorneys General
Training and Research Institute. Ms. Kuzma was founder of the Neighborhood Christian
Legal Clinic and served as executive director from January 1994 to April 2009,
representing trafficked victims to receive humanitarian immigration relief and serving as
the legal services partner of IPATH. She has published several articles related to human
trafficking. Ms. Kuzma serves on the national anti-human trafficking nonprofit Shared
Hope Expert Council for JuST Response.
Dr. Monita H. Mungo is an assistant professor in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at the University of Toledo, where she works diligently to expose social
inequities and demonstrate how they serve as a barrier to educational achievement. She
also serves as an affiliated faculty member in the Africana Studies program and the
Department of Women and Gender Studies.
Monica Klonowski, PhD, ABD, is a doctoral candidate in social foundations of education
at the University of Toledo. As a full-time research associate at the Human Trafficking and
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Social Justice Institute, she evaluates several state and federal grants related to human
trafficking, infant mortality, and at-risk youth.
Kathy Ritchie received her PhD from the University of Texas at Austin in 1992 and is a
faculty member at Indiana University South Bend. She is a developmental psychologist
(child), and her research interests include maternal behaviors and cognitions during
discipline episodes; learning and development of parental attitudes and schemas; and
family and parental bonding and behaviors in the American family room.
Dennis Rodriguez is a cognitive neuroscience and experimental psychologist. He received
his PhD from the University of South Carolina in 2004. He has been an Indiana University
South Bend faculty member since 2004. His research interests include cognition and
neuroscience, the neural bases of attention and attention disorders (attentiondeficit/hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD), attachment styles, and coping styles.
Justin Stauffacher is currently a teacher in the South Bend School Corporation and has
also worked as a behavior clinician with developmentally disabled adolescents and adults.
He earned his BA in philosophy and psychology from Indiana University South Bend and
his MS in developmental psychology from Southern New Hampshire University. His
research interests include social, language, and attention deficits in psychological and
developmental disorders.
Melissa J. Stacer is a professor of criminal justice at the University of Southern Indiana
in Evansville, Indiana. Her research interests include institutional corrections, justiceinvolved veterans, and criminal justice education, as well as reentry initiatives, including
faith-based programs and ban-the-box policies. Some of her work has been published in
Victims and Offenders, The Prison Journal, the Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, and
the Journal of Criminal Justice Education.
Evan Telle is a recent MS graduate of Missouri State University’s Geography, Geology,
and Planning Department, where he completed his thesis, “Defining a Region, the Great
River Road.” Mr. Telle’s expertise includes extensive knowledge of geography, planning,
and GIS techniques with which he helps solve real-world problems using visualizations
and practical application. Mr. Telle has worked as a planning technician in the Greater St.
Louis (Missouri) area and currently is employed as a support analyst with the GIS and
software development firm ESRI.
Dr. David R. Perkins IV is an assistant professor of Geography and Sustainable Tourism
in the Department of Geography, Geology, and Planning at Missouri State University. His
research and outreach foci include sustainable tourism to promote community
development, tourism climatology, and human-weather interactions in business strategy
contexts. His most recent outreach projects include collaborations with community leaders
to create sustainable community development goals for the Ozarks region and developing
participatory engagement strategies for sustainable tourism development in rural coastal
communities in Jamaica. Dr. Perkins’s work has been published in a variety of
interdisciplinary academic journals, such as International Journal of Biometeorology;
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Weather, Climate, and Society; Atmosphere; Bulletin of the American Meteorological
Society; Physical Geography; International Journal of Cardiology; and Governance for
Sustainable Development Review. He has formally presented academic research at more
than 30 conferences throughout the United States and in Sweden, Cuba, New Zealand, and
Canada. Goals of his current research areas are to quantify thermal perceptions based on
language norms, to explore geographic dimensions of sustainable tourism development,
and to develop a comprehensive sustainable tourism management plan for developing
destinations. He is cochair for the International Society of Biometeorology’s Commission
on Climate Tourism and Recreation.
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